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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 , This office action is in response to the amendment filed on 1 1/17/2008 has been 
entered. No claims have been amended or cancelled. Claims 77-86 have been added. 
Accordingly, claims 57, 59-65, 77-86 are pending in this office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 57-59, 62-65, and 68 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by US 6, 134, 347 (hereinafter Niwamoto). 

As for claim 57 Niwamoto discloses: means for holding scale-down images 
including color information of each of a plurality of material images, wherein the scale- 
down images correspond respectively to the plurality of material images (See column 
lines); and division means for dividing the original image into a plurality of blocks (See 
column 8 lines 35-40, column 9 lines 5-20) and determining means for determining 
selected material images and their positions such that the selected martial images have 
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color information similar to color information of respective blocks divided from the 
original image based on the color information of each of the plurality of material images 
and the color information of each of the plurality of blocks(See column 9 lines 28-37); 
first output means for outputting the positions of the selected material images 
determined by the determination means to the image storage apparatus and wherein 
the image storage apparatus includes storage means for storing the plurality of material 
images (See column 10 lines 1-5 and column 17 lines 50-55) and second output means 
for outputting the selected material images determined by the determination means out 
of the plurality of material images stored in the storage means according to the 
positions of the selected material images determined by the determination means (See 
figure 2, and column 9 lines 29-37). 

As for claim 59 the rejection of claim 57 is incorporated, and further Niwamoto 
discloses: wherein the color information corresponding to the plurality of material 
images is obtained from a plurality of scale-down images or a plurality of image 
characteristic parameters corresponding to the plurality of material images (See figure 
4). 

As for claim 60 the rejection of claim 57 is incorporated, and further Niwamoto 
discloses: wherein said image processing apparatus further includes receiving means 
for receiving first information corresponding to the plurality of material images from the 
image storage apparatus (See column 8 lines 50-65). 



Application/Control Number: 10/628,407 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2166 

As for claim 61 the rejection of claim 57 is incorporated, and further Niwamoto 
discloses: wherein the receiving means receives the first information corresponding to 
the plurality material images during activation of said image processing system (See 
column 8 lines 50-55). 



As for claim 62 the rejection of claim 57 is incorporated, and further Niwamoto 
discloses: wherein the storage means stores the plurality of material images by dividing 
the plurality of material images into a plurality of groups, and the determination means 
determines the selected material images and their positions according to the first 
information corresponding to a plurality of material images contained in a selected 
group. (See column 10 lines 5-15). 

As for claim 63 the rejection of claim 60 is incorporated, and further Niwamoto 
discloses: wherein the receiving means receives a mosaic image generated by the first 
output means (See column 17 lines 45-50). 

As for claim 64 the rejection of claim 60 is incorporated, and further Niwamoto 
discloses: wherein the image processing apparatus receives the material image 
determined by the determination means from the image storage means by the receiving 
means and positions the material image received by the receiving means according to 
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the position determined by the determination means to form a mosaic image (See 
column 19 lines 1-10). 



As for claim 65, the rejection of claim 57 is incorporated, and further Niwamoto 
discloses: wherein a plurality of the image processing means are provided and the 
image storage means can be shared between said plurality of image processing means 
(See column 10 lines 5-15). 

Claims 77-86 are image processing apparatus claims substantially corresponding 
to claims 57-65 and are thus rejected for the same reasons as set forth in the rejection 
of claims 57-65. 
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Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Leon J. Harper whose telephone number is 571-272- 
0759. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30AM - 4:00Pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hosain T. Alam can be reached on 571-272-3978. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



LJH 

Leon J. Harper 
January 30, 2009 

/Hosain T Alam/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2166 



